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capital.    When the Romans first crossed the Adriatic
in 229 B.C. to suppress the piracy which crippled their
commerce, it was against Teuta, queen of the Illyrians,
that they directed their attacks.  Teuta at first resisted,
but was  soon forced to flee, and Rizona, which is
mentioned by Polybius as her place of refuge, is the
present Podgorica, the largest town in  Montenegro
and its chief commercial centre.    Sixty years later,
the praetor Lucius Anicius Paulus defeated Gentius,
King of Illyria, and pursued him to Skodra.    The
country was, however, allowed to remain independent
for a time, and formed part of a loose confederation
of states.    Subsequently administered, like Cisalpine
Gaul, direct from Rome, it was not formed into an
actual province and  finally  united  to  the  Roman
Empire till the reign of Augustus.    Then, as now,
it was, in a sense, the meeting-place of the East and
West, for Skodra was the dividing-line between the
eastern and western dominions of the triumvirs when
for the second time they distributed the world be-
tween them.    Henceforth Roman influence was felt
in Montenegro and  its  borderlands.    Roman cities
rose  at   Ascrivium,   the  modern    Cattaro,  and   at
Rhizinium, the modern Risano.    The labour of anti-
quaries has  laid bare  the  remains   of Dioclea, an
ancient town situated at the junction of the rivers
Zeta and Moraca, not far from Podgorica, and famous
as the birthplace of the Roman Emperor Diocletian.
Marble altars and pieces of columns still recall the
Roman  period,  and   Prince   Nicholas  possesses   at
Cetinje several silver coins, dug up at Dioclea, which
bear  the   image  and  superscription of the  Roman